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Taking 
office 


The Benicia Old Town Theatre 
Group will welcome a new 
slate of officers at their next 
meeting. In the back row are - 
Sandy Thomason, member at რ P - = “ 
large, Sue McClelland, फक क-न › 2 | र 
treasurer, Dyanne Vojvoda at 2 oo Te 
Arthur 7መመመና members at i { [ i 5 ET August 31. 1986 

large. In front are Jessie Z > AL A J TIF "ლ 
Thomason, recording secretary, 
Nancy Gonsalves, vice- 
president, Judy Riedinger, presi- 
dent and Leslye Asera, member 
at large. BOTTG's next meeting 
is Monday, June 9, 8 p.m., 119 
West J St. Those interested in 
joining the group are welcome 
to attend. 


Clowns from all over the Bay Area will be answering phones at the 

Jerry Lewis 1986 Labor Day Telethon for Muscular Dystrophy this 

weekend. Benicia clown Tootie Frootie will join Clarence, Cotton Can- 

dy, Scoobie, Apples, A-Ok, Beano and many other notable აიძ profes- 

sional laughters to take calls from 8 to 10 a.m, on Monday, Sept. 1. 

The Oakland Airport Hilton will be the telethon television center. ዘ 

you would like to support Jerry's Kids, the number will be announced 

during the Channel 2 telecast. Just ask for 10006 Froolie. For further 2 
Telethon details, see story Page 11. : 


ი former Benicia High School student 
Brad Wines as recipient of the club’s Ray Duvall Scholarship for excellence in mathematics and science 
during the 1985-86 academic year. Lion President Bob Utterback, second from right, and Lee Wines, Brad's 

dad, look on with pride. The $300 will be used to further Wine's education at Diablo Valley College. ጣላ Ñ 


Benicia Lions Club Past President Bob Lewis, left, presents a « heck t 
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Book B Music and Lyrics By 
MICHAEL ERY 
STEMART- HERMAN 
Diector JOE BARNETT 
.. DOUG HAM 
DENISE MORRIS 
: DAN GROFF 
usical Directors 
GARY GLASS & 
JOE BARNETT 
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By KITTY GRIFFIN 
Herald Staff Writer 


The cast of "Mack and 
Mabel" sparkled at its opener 
Friday evening at the Benicia 
Old Town Theatre. 

A musical to hum by, it offers 
dazzling dance routines, a con- 
vincingly acted story line, and 
a lively turnover of stage sets. 

Its hard to know who 
deserves the most credit: the 
stars, the cast, or the staff. 

ታ First to be applauded is direc 
tor Joe Barnett, along with 
musical director Gary Glass. 
Praised in the same breath is 
choreographer Daniel Uroff. 

These picks for a first round 
of thanks are bolstered by the 

| following overheard remark, 

A piped from one flushed dancer 

1 Y to another after the show: 

"All those tap-dancing 

lessons paid off!” 

F The show peaks again and 
again when the chorus takes 
the spotlight. Whether [ 15 

წ singing a robust “This Time, 

It's the Big Time,” or skidding 

across the floor and plopping in- 
to washbaskets, or showing 
how a pie-in-the-face routine 
can be a triumph of 
choreography, or tapping, 


ለ musical 
| to hum py 


simpering, .hd cartwheeling, 
through a “bathing bee'ty 
scene, the energy, precision, 
and articulation come together 
explosively every time. 

A Keystone Kop segment 
alone is almost worth the price 
of the dinner-theater ticket. 

Veteran performer Fred 
Franklin sings well the lead 
part of Mack Sennett, creator 
of the Keystone Kops, whose 
calling is expressed in the song, 
“I Wanna Make the World 
Laugh." Franklin brings to the 
part both a satisfying voice and 
credible acting. 

Michele Krapp wins her au 
dience from the outset, playing 
Sennett's girlfriend, Mabel Nor 
mand, with boundless energy, 
a mobile face and a memorable 
smile. "When Mabel Comes in 
the Room," in Act II, elicits the 
same audience response as 
Carol Channing received in 
"Hello, Dolly." 

Set changes are seemingly 
continuous, effected prettily 
and quickly by the cast. They 
offer variety, color, good gim 
micks, some knockout 
costumes, and above all, fast 
pace. Doug Ham is responsible 
for the set and technical des: 
and Denise Morris d 


HERALD PHOTO/CARL NELSON 
Fred Franklin, playing Mack, attempts to silence Michele 
Krapp, as Mabel, in an early scene from Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group's production of Mack and Mabel." 


costumes. 

Bring Kleenex, and be 
prepared to use it. For all the 
hoopla, there's a moment when 
the lights come up abusively 
soon r a tender scene. 

Openi night provided 
entertainment not guaranteed 
for upcoming performances 
dinner guests were jolted by a 
4.5 earthquake about 50 
minutes before showtime 

"Mack and Mabel" will con 


tinue tonight and Saturday 
through May 12 at the theater, 
on J Street between West Se 
cond and First streets in 
Benicia. Curtain time is 8:30 
p.m 

Dinnertheater tickets are 
$25. The menu includes fresh 
greens with Caesar dressing, 
creole chicken, rice, green 
beans with pecans, and Georgia 
peach upside-down cake. Non 
dinner cocktail shows at $12 are 
scheduled April 22, April 29 
and May 6. 


For reservations, call 
746-1269 


‘A star is born in ‘Mack and Mabel’ 


By Randy Myers g affair between director Mack — terpretation of events. Speaking directly t 
Times Hera eia 4 and Mabel Normand (Mi- ence — u ht before a musical nt N 
E MN + -一 一 rapp). The play opens at the Sennett Studio in 16115 u Id have recreated eve ከ 
es : 30 with the opening number "Movies Were Movies 

BENICIA — Some of America's best-loved stars ing homage 10 silent movies. Mack [8 RM 
led lives that were far from picture-book perfect. Viv Mabel is sileni a w sis tale is tragic, it manages to infuse some 
en uffered from incredible mood swings. Mari y 1 light ugh its nifty musical numbers. 
yn ife of loneline And y T f u 
one nerica's — — i τὴν + in : One of the truly outstanding numbers, "Big Time 
favorite REVIEW " père is ch raphed and performed so professionally 
hearts dy Gar- ——ə— == ის st swear you were watching a musical 
land — lost her battle with booze and pills But A i he hell-bent in San Francisco. 

For some morbid reaso are interested in the bial bac er. W ንፍ a ዳኳ sturally since Franklin and Krapp portray the 
destructive lives of th ake one look t r L 806 cha it w durs ee ἡ u 
best-seller list. Sordid tell-all books g William Desmond Tayi [ከ woll-li እ შეთ are excel የገ M 
the dark underbelly of some of Hollywood's st by Todd Carver, When Mack fails to promote N RL. un 
stars. The same is t a number of Granite Κανείσες ee ment y portrayed to even t incons 
movies. Hollywood ha ν w as the takes up with the ous Ta Taylor seduces "Ol 
supermarket tabloids with r Wretched Mabel into a life fille 5 Me earl a But the pe e for making “Mack 
Joan Crawford story, “Mommie Dearest,” and the name air > Mabel" work is di 7 1. He keeps the spe 
revolting John Belushi mish-mash, "Wired 5 ing part al moving at a frenet 

what happens when these personal descent ‘cal Balto ከርክ78.) yle gre ic p 
il ነ usic àn result in K M " რი il 1 isa n "ver 
h M 1 ከ anothe 
a h ever ads to 8 t T pressir till a ν 3 

Fortunately, the Ben M K. OK. This all sound epre ? 
production of "Mack and M ን Mi Dit De ea Gran! aning 0 ር 
ond category gh the t has its faults — it 8 bel” is disturbing because we are forced to 
abruptly shifts tragedy 4 a num »nfront the illusionary world of the m ee fack and Mi formed throug 

sed that you almost 一 just almost — overlook the "chased by calling x Sate aru e 

the uneveness of its script heme is effec " (yard isc 5 መያ: aval 

k and Mabel" tells the tragic tale of the off who present headed ir anícía. D ries Ma 
np————M———————— € . —. 
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ES "Oh, Ky Ë 
"Buteh Cassidy un- 
dance Kid." 
ee | the music for “Off 
the is Doug Katsaros, 
ლორ tobe იი the cut- 
edge contemporary 
ორ and st the forefront of 


Judith Ivey will rehearse a play it 


Hall: “OH the Record” will open 


collaborator and director for 
the pre-Broadway workshop 
luction of the Sondheim- 
musical "Merrily We Roll 


Ce by Ernest Chambers Along,” knew that the author 
and lyrks by Richard Engquist was looking for a West Coast 
and “Stewardess to venue to test “Off the Record" 


and suggested Benicia. 
West will direct the show 
while Furth and Katsaros, in 


“OFF THE RECORD,” a one-woman show, combines the talents of actress Judith Ivey, composer Doug Katsaros and writer G 


SHOW ON THE RO 


UU e ET n 


corporate themes for NBC, residence through March 9. 
many ጭሩ I e observe ώμο ο and By Lynn Carey 
cluding Elton ; make changes as the show's run Staff writer 
` per- Abdul duet for Diet Coke, and a, — ROADWAY TO BENICIA is not [ES THEATER 
formances as Bonnie in hasbeen nominated for several Us an opportunity for our a move you'd ordinarily expect What: “Of the Record” 
"Hurlyburly" (1985 Drama Emmy awards. audiences to make a difference of an actress of Judith Ivey's cali Where: ides Hall. 40 wen in 
Desk Award) or Josie in Ivey, Furth' and Katsaros in a show that may one day be ber. But, here she is, "starring in When: 8 pm Wednesday 049८680 Sunday 071000 
"$ (1983 Tony Award were drawn to Benicia rj Ran- playing on Broadway,” theatre the world premiere one-woman and March 6 to 9. 
and Drama Desk Award) While dal K. West, who been group t Dan Clark said. musical “Off the Record." የር 616 vns 
in residence for "Off the hired by the Benicia Old Town “We are very excited to have The actress jokes about appearing on Call: 762-BAS 


trip to 8 


on the “Tonight Show 
Starring Johnny Carson” early 


Theatre Group to direct their 
spring production of "Into tha 
s. 


West, who was selected as 


such professional talent grace 
our stage and look forward to 
sharing the experience with the 
Bay Area community." 


BENICIA OLD TOWN THEATRE GROUP 


he st ተ tayed in the rector Randal West of Chic 
, mild be ne, who ከ rector of the Benicia Old Town Theatre PE 
a » ი the loss of coming production of "Into the Wood 
| new uring that year, Furth was looking for a venue, and the Bente tile 
| A WORK IN PROGRESS b " 1 ሽር. be. ater was salable 
Ivey said she is "beyond nervous" about the show 
TUTTO Ger ant "Hach ad 
, Provrámg mu “Off the Record” is Doug 
, / 1"? 
A Must al About LV t ” ' Ksisaros were drawn to Benicia by 
" hired by the Benicia Old Town 
? £ produ f “into the Woods.” 
ህለጩ ህ w show while Punt 
vazh M ence reaction and make c 
STARRIN > =" y fer " make a difference 
ቀ: fa sying on Broadway,” says BOTTG 
à Dan Clark. "We excred w have such professiona! Judith Ivey stars in "Off The Record”, a musical 
TS reflection of one woman's journey to self acoep- 


PRESENTS 


JUDITH IVEY 


Spring of 199 


stage in California's first capital 

“I'm here because 1 kept hearing in my 
head, ‘Benicia, Benicia,' " she said in an in 
terview at Ides Hall, where she was rehears 
ler, of medium height, with long 


ing. Sle 
blond hair and granny glasses, she wore a 
colorful cardigan, black leggings and short 


When her former lover Sas to get 
back, Ivey's character has to make & 
Basically it's a comedy, but है 
be a tragedy. That's why the part 
me so much — it's three ነጩ | 
don't get a chance to explore characters to | 


this degree too often 


boots The n quires Ivey to. pi ee piano «| 
In a breakfast interview before beginning sing 18 songs, including gospel, | - | 
rehearsal Thursday, Ivey said seri I'm and reggae. Each song was Chosen to ex í 


piad that here we'll have an audien more 
adventurous than some 
ences, wh reviewers 


canned after the first night 


Illustrious career 


star of the television serie 


which is returning to NB 


n Home 
day after a hiatu: 
ast spring 

A two-time Tony Awa 


fer its 


press certain emotional moments by com 
poser Katsaros, whose credits include the 
music for the Diet Coke commercial with Ei 
ton John and Paula Abdul plus theater and 
films 

Though Ivey has sung on she 
said, “It’s a bit overwhelming. 1 wish it were 
four songs instead of 18. 


Bringing it to Benicia 
The set for “Off the Record” is a recon 


ing studio in Los Angeles, Beni- 
cia resident Doug Ham, the m partic- 
ipant in the production. Katsaros i» 


bicoastal, and Ivey and Furth are from Los 
Angeles. During the run they are in 
private homes offered to theri by. 
local residents 

Furth, who wrote the ጨመ musical 
Company," and has appeared in the movies 
Blazing Saddies," "Oh, God, and “Shame 
poo,” first showed “Off the Record" to Wey Two years 
ago They have been discussing it since 


The musical is premiering tn Benicid because di- 


JUDITH IVEY 


basically is a 


w, "OH the Record, 
has elements of tragedy. 


ays her one-woman st 


omedy, but also 


Tony Award-winning actress 
to begin one-woman ‘Record’ 
in Benicia — not Broadway 


wrapped space cadet," ar 


who, in the course of an 


had been chosen as di- 


tance. "Off The Record” runs Wednesday 
Sunday through March 9th at The IDLES Hall,140 


West J Street in Benicia. 


and look forward to sharing the experience 


imunity 
cord” opened February 22 and runs Wednesday 
h March 9 at the IDES Hall, 140 West I Street 
Thursday, $15 Priday, 
7 00 p.m., curtain is at 8:00 
Ji be available. ‘Tickets can be purchased 
707) 762-BASS or at the door. Por further 
7) 146-1249 


information call (7 
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BENICIA HERALO 


ርያ nahot the ai 
መረዘ of Char, 
deputy mayor of New Yori 
पु. whe bosta Mel in መጨ 
night of his 10th anniversary 
party. His wife, Mira, and ser 
Vants are missing, and as the 


| “ዋጫ wach tries to hide 
other couples what's go 


हि. 


Al the characters are rich 
socialites in a glittery world full 
of facades. The latest fall produc 
ton by the Benicia Old Town 
Theatre Group of Neil Simon's 
funny, poignant work exposes 
how the wealthy cover for 
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Aids message well. Th 


Glenn's wife, Cassie, makes a play 
In BOTTG' production of "Rumors. 


(6 fix them. 

The bandages also reveal the 
layers of lies each character puts 
08 as they try LE cover up their 
"friend's" embarrassing attemp- 
ted suicide. 

‘The characters end up looking 
like a bunch of inept, spoiled 
brats, whining about their 
dysfunctional relationships as 
minor obstacles turn into trauma. 

But that's what Simon is try- 
ing to do and the cast carries his 
tors do an 


impressive job, creating an 


for Claire's husb. 


energy not always evi 
community theater. 
Excellent. performan 
Dan Clark as Lenny, w 
tects his cohorts from th 
with his quick thinking. 
Cynthia Maul, whose por 
the troubled political wife 
is both amusing an 
believable at times. 


"Rumors" plays each F. 
Saturday through Nov. 
licet information and re» 
cal 746-5526. 
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